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Extreme-right party makes major election gains 
By Anton Shekhovtsov 

SUPPORT FOR the extreme- righ t 
Svoboda pany (whose full title is AlI
Ukrainian Union Freedom) showed a 
spectacular increase in local elect ions 
held on 31 October. 

According to exit polls. the party, 
which gained a miserable 0.76% of the 
vote in the 2007 parliamentary 
election. can now claim victories on 
L'viv city council (34%), 1vano
Frankivs'k city and regional councils 
(31 % and 24% respectively) and 
Tcrnopil city council (32%). According 
10 the saTlle po lls. a party member. 
Serhiy Nadal, was e lected mayor of 
Ternopil. 

In ot her regions of politically diverse 
Ukraine, the party's gains were less 
significant. Nevertheless. 5voboda 
appears to have become the fifth largest 
party in the country. Had the October 
elections been for parliament, S\'oboda 
would have leapt over the 3% threshold 
and form<..'(! a parliamental)' group. 
That would have represented a 
watershed for Ukrainian politics as no 
radical rigbH\~ng party has ever formed 
its own parliamentary group since 
Ukraine became independen t in 1991 , 

Virulently Russophobic and 
antisemhic, Svoboda was formed in 
1991 under the name Social-National 
Party of Ukraine (SN PU). Its official 
symbol was a wolfs hook, a symbol 
previously employed by various SS 
Divisions and now wi.dely llsed by 
nazis across the globe. 

During the seco nd half of the 1990s, 
the pa rty extensively recruited nazi 
skin heads and football hooligans and 
in 1996 formed a paramilitary 
organisation. Patriot of Ukraine, whose 
creation was celebrated with a 
torchlight procession through the 
SlTeets of L'viv. 

After several disastrous e lect ions, the 
SNPU in itiated a reorgan isat ion 
process and made an ostensible turn 
tOwards respectability. In 2004, the 
party changed its name to All
Ukrain ian Union Freedom. a ba ndoni ng 
the wolf's hook and adopting instead 
the image of a right hand showing three 
fingers. It also disbanded Patriot of 
Ukraine, which posed a th reat to the 
new "respecta ble" image. a nd toned 
down its public rhetoric. 

Tellingly. in 2004, during a campaign 
for the president ial candidate ViktOT 
Yushchenko, the party's leader, Qleh 
Tyahnybok, gave a vehemently 
xenophobic speech calling for a fight 
against the "Russian -Jewish mafia". 
This resulted in a criminal case against 
T}'ahnybok on charges of incitin g 
ethnic hatred. but he was acquitted. 
Then. in spring 2005, he became 
involved in another antisemitic 
sca ndal after signing (he so-called 
"Letter of 100" that peti tioned the 
Ukrainian PresideIH ~to s top the 
cri minal activity of organised Jewry". 

Svoboda started 10 build its 
inte rnational links from 2000. 
That year. it establi shed contacts with 
the Euronat , a short-lived a nd now 
defunct association of European far
right parties. ~1ore recently, in 2009 

Svoboda signed a "cooperation 
agreement

M 

wi th the Natio nal Front in 
France a nd. a t the beginning of 2010. 
joined the Allia nce of European 
Nationa l Movements (AENM), which 
current ly"uni tes" n ine European far
right parties. However, as Ukraine is 
not part of th e EU, Svoboda cannot 
help the AENM form a group in the 
European Parliament. 

Amid widespread disappointment 
with moderate national democrats and 
a semi-authoritarian, pro-Russian turn 
by President ViktorYanukovych . the 
electoral rise of Svoboda can only 
contribute to regional political 
fragmentation ancl further damage th e 
positive Europe-wide reputation tha l 
Ukraine achieved following the 
"Orange revolution". 

At the moment. Ukraine's very weak 
ami -fascist groups provide IirtJe 
oppos ition to Svoboda. In fact. anti
fascists protesting against Svoboda's 
demonstrations often find themselves 
on the same side as pro-Russ ian 
ult ra nationalis ts and authoritaria n 
Soviet "nostalgists M

• The next 
parliamentary election scheduled fo r 
March 201 1 will show whether 
Svoboda's recent success was 
accidental o r is an established 
phenomenon. • 
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